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Water as a Human Right in Detroit’s Past, Present and Future
Historian and Community Leaders Take on Questions of Justice
Ten of thousands of Detroit area residents have their water shut off and many have lost their homes unable to pay skyrocketing water bills.  In the meantime some Monroe County residents find their wells are failing because the ground water is siphoned off for quarry operations. How did we get to this state of affairs with such a basic human necessity as water?  How can we resolve these conflicts in a just manner?  These are the issues at hand as a panel of community leaders grapple with: the right to water.  
Detroit’s Water System: Looking to the Past to Find Justice in the Future will feature a panel with Detroit Historian Russ Bellant, Dave Dempsey author and environmentalist, Lucy Harrison, Director of American Indian Health and Family Services, Kurt Metzger of the United Way; and Sylvia Orduño of the Michigan Welfare Rights Organization.  The forum takes place Tuesday, June 13, 2006, 7:00 PM at Barth Hall, 4800 Woodward at Warren, in Detroit.
“It comes down to whether we are going to treat water as a necessity for life or as a commodity,” said Donele Wilkins, of Detroiters Working for Environmental Justice and one of the event organizers.  “While it certainly cost something to get water to folks’ homes, they shouldn’t be losing their homes because of outrageous bills like the ones they’re getting in Highland Park.”
The panel for Detroit’s Water System will take an historical perspective as well with Historian Russ Bellant.  “The issue of water who controls the system and to what end goes back quite a ways,” said Bellant.  “We need to know what’s happened to have a better understanding of how to move forward in a just manner.” 
Audience members will be able to interact with the panel members and, organizers hope, begin to form the basis for some solutions to the questions surrounding water rights.  Those questions are certainly at the center of the area’s economic recovery.

In addition to the panel, singer songwriter Joe Reilly will provide a cultural perspective and artistic respite with his songs of the Great Lake State. 
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