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Mediocrity: weak, or less than average.

Now that the elections are over, let us sit back and take a look at what history has left to us and how we approach the crisis of leadership. Who can count the numbers of victims who across America have been injured or killed in the process of trying to vote.  The valiant and noble struggle of people of color to exercise this right is mentioned in the pages of American history as footnotes, never reaching the status of “uncommon valor”, so attempts to chronicle this trail of blood and tears finds its way into every current struggle.  The murder of innocent citizens has caused many to suffer a loss of clear vision. We owe more to those voices of the past than to take this process of voting so lightly.

Elections today have become JOB FAIRS for persons looking for work.  The voter has been reduced to a position of impotence as we have reached a comfort zone of picking between the lesser of two evils.  SHAME ON US!  Are we so naive that we missed the social and economic change that happened when America left chattel slavery and moved to the slavery of industrialization? The hundreds of thousands of southern Blacks who migrated north to take jobs in automobile plants, in parts mills, in service positions and into the ranks of the self-employed meant that a class division of Afro-Americans was in full swing.   Many moved up the ladder of economic success, dependent on a market of color.  Some reached back to give service to someone else, many did not.  As we strive to live in the world of today, we do so under the most extreme conditions that were ushered in when the final stage of corporate economics took hold of our collective throats. They don’t need us to produce for them anymore.  They can run companies, factories, mills, hospitals, banks, and grocery store WITHOUT YOU!  Why then should they provide healthcare, or food, or housing, or education since you have no value?  What do we do in response to such a world crisis? We go to the polls like cattle, or even better, like sheep which are dumber than cattle, and vote for the lesser of two evils.

Everybody of color is not your friend.  Everybody who is not of color is not your enemy.  Have we learned nothing from history?  We are more discerning. We should be more selective.  We must demand the credentials of candidates running for office and not allow our vote to be purchased with a few cookies, some sandwiches and some juice.  Bread and butter issues that work to improve the quality of life for the entire community should be the litmus test.  If we ALL don’t have health insurance, then the candidates don’t have a right to it either.  If we ALL don’t have a place to live, then the candidate has no right to make us pay for their residence. The political mandate we need to endorse is the one that says, “So goes my people, so go I”.  It’s all coming apart at the seams. Let us just stop and take hold of our future by promising to study those who want to hold office, to look more deeply into millage proposals that need our dollars, and promise to draft good candidates instead of allowing “Heckle and Jeckle” of ANY COLOR to pick themselves.  Let us not soil the legacy of those who have made the ultimate sacrifice not one minute longer.  We can do better, we can be better, and with God’s help and courage, we will!   No more mediocrity.

